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Join us in making a positive impact on Hood River County

Thrive Hood River is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded in 1977. Our mission is to protect Hood River’s farmland,
forests, wild places and the livability of its cities and rural communities.
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Words of Thrive's Co-Presidents

I am so grateful to have made this
place home some decades ago.
Hood River County is a special
place, where farm land is primarily
owned by the people who work it;
a substantial amount of productive
forest land is managed by neigh-
bors and local elected officials;
there are large swaths of protected
wild land; and the City of Hood
River is on a human scale.

In five short years with Thrive
Hood River, I have come to under-
stand that much of this is due to
Oregon’s land use system. UGBs,
zoning, and the accompanying

regulations that define and segre-
gate commercial, residential, farm,
and forest uses create an environ-
ment that benefits everyone collec-
tively. But it is never secure. Every
exception made by the legislature,
or permitted by cities and coun-
ties, makes the system exponen-
tially more complex, and thereby
inherently more fragile. The time,
expertise and commitment of
Thrive’s volunteers, supporters and
board members, past and present,
is essential for maintaining the Or-
egon land use system and protect-
ing this place we call home.

Chris Robuck

Co-President
Thrive Hood River

I'joined Thrive Hood River two
years ago because I love this place
and the values and sense of commu-
nity that make it so special. Good
stewardship doesn't happen by
accident. Stepping into the co-pres-
ident role this summer deepened
that conviction. Hood River County
remains an excellent and unique
place thanks to Oregon’s land use
system and our community’s love of
farms, forests, recreation, and varied
places to call home.

Protecting farmland, growth
boundaries, and land use zoning
aren't abstractions; they’re practi-
cal tools that keep working lands
working, protect water and wildlife,
and make room for homes, small
businesses, and neighbors to thrive.
Because we share one landscape,

our rules and processes deserve
careful consideration from many
perspectives. I try to center the land
itself—what keeps it healthy, ad-
heres to our state laws, and makes
our community possible. Each
exception and rushed workaround
creates precedent, making it eas-

ier to chip away at the values that
brought many of us here.

What keeps us strong is you— the
volunteers who read the fine print,
the supporters who show up at
hearings, and the board and staft
who bring expertise and persistence
to every file and map. Together
weve defended good decisions, im-
proved bad ones, and kept commu-
nity voices at the table.

Please make a year-end gift to
Thrive Hood River. Your support
turns care into action, keeps our
outdoors and working lands thriv-
ing, and protects the home we share.

ia

Oralee Branch

Co-President
Thrive Hood River



OUR WORK IN 2025

Land Use Permit Odell Urban Housing
Applications Unincorporated Initiatives
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Mount Hood Land Trade

Our attorneys continued to advance the court cases which would durably protect the north side of
Mount Hood from intensive resort-style development.

Rdvocacy

B Our supporters provided extensive testimony during the legislative session in support of
several farm and forest land protection bills, and in opposition to bills which would have allowed un-
checked commercial development and urban uses in the EFU and Forest zones.

B Thrive Board members testified before the Department of Land Conservation and Develop-
ment (DLCD) on farm stand rulemaking and on reinstating the Farm and Forest Technical Workgroup
workplan.

Bl Thrive participated as amicus in 1000 Friends of Oregon’s requested review by the Oregon
Supreme Court of a Court of Appeals decision on a Commercial Activity in Conjunction with Farm
Use (CACFU) permit in Yamhill County.

Forest Lands

A Thrive Board member is part of the Hood River Forest Collaborative, and Thrive's endorsement
was included in HRFC letters to the Forest Service about priority project areas and about the pro-
posed Lost Lake Late-successional Reserve (LSR) Acreage Swap project.

Community events Thrive hosted included:
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Talk with Lucinda Parker Tour of a local Pear Orchard. Tour of a working apiary. A bike ride among the orchards.
on her work.

BOOK
LENDING
hUB

Six litter patrol gatherings on His For Harvest. We launched a Tour of a local Christmas tree farm.
Hood River County highways. Community Gathering. community book
lending program.



